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WHAT IS A PARASITE?



PARASITISM PRIMER - HISTORY

Å1530s: Social; human concept about 
humans
ÅGreek parasitosаШљŸŰĲШƽőŸШũŔƻĲƚШċƣШċŰŸƣőĲƖќƚШ

expense, person who eats at the table of 
ċŰŸƣőĲƖњ

Å1640s: Scientific; ecological
ÅAnimal or plant that lives on or in and at the 

expense of another
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HOW DO I STUDY PARASITES?
ENTOMOLOGY!
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STREPSIPTERA:
THE BEST PARASITE??? (YES)
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Very tiny parasites of 
silverfish, 
cockroaches, 
mantises, crickets, 
katydids, stinkbugs, 
leafhoppers, flies, 
bees, wasps, ants, 
maybe more!
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Images from iNaturalist (various authors), Abbott Nature 

Photography, McMahon et al. (2011), Kathy LaPointe 




